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and on the material which was used as a basisreparing the report.

Answer:

The authority responsible for implementation of finst two pillars of the Convention on Access to
Information, Public Participation in Decision-magiand Access to Justice in Environmental Matters
(hereinafter referred to as the Convention) in Republic of Croatia (hereinafter referred to as the
RC) is the Ministry of Environmental Protection,yBital Planning and Construction (hereinafter
referred to as the MEPPPC), while the third pifi@is within the competence of the Ministry of
Justice. The report preparation was coordinateith&WIEPPPC in conjunction with public authorities
responsible for the protection of environmental porrents.



In preparing the report a list of officially reced requests for access to information submitted by
phone to the environmental inspector on duty wasduscluding the records on verbal enquiries
submitted to the inspector on duty on working dagd the records on requests for environmental
information submitted in writing directly to thexeronmental inspectorate (MEPPPC).

In preparing the report the Administrative Courtlod RC was consulted, because according to Article
17, paragraph 3 of the Right of Access to InfororatAct (hereinafter referred to as the RAIA)
[Official Gazette (hereinafter referred to as OGR/MD3] it is the last authority to be referred o
dissatisfied party, if denied an information. On(@22008 the information was received from the
Administrative Court of the RC that there were mmards available on any claims relating to
implementation of the Convention.

The Draft Implementation Report was made availablihe public and civil organizations on the web
site of the MEPPPC and additionally presented ptlalic consultation. The final Implementation
Report is a result of this cooperation.

Report any particular circumstances that are rel@vior understanding the report, e.g. whether there
is a federal and/or decentralized decision-makitrgcdure, whether the provisions of the Convention
have a direct effect upon its entry into force, venether financial constraints are a significant
obstacle to implementation (optional).

Answer:

/

Article 3
List legislative, regulatory and other measures tingplement the general provisions in paragraphs 2,
3, 4, 7 and 8 of article 3.

There are a number of Croatian laws and subordnegidations relating to the provisions of Arti@e

of the Convention, as summarized below. Elementglefzance to implementation of the Convention
are included in the Environmental Protection AcG(010/07, hereinafter referred to as the EPA), the
Regulation on Information and Participation of Bhgblic and the Public Concerned in Environmental
Matters (OG 64/08, hereinafter referred to as thePR the Regulation on Environmental Impact
Assessment (OG 64/08, hereinafter referred to a&s REIA), the Regulation on Strategic
Environmental Impact Assessment of Plans and Pmoges (OG 64/08, hereinafter referred to as
RSEIA), the Regulation on the Establishment of @matian Environment Agency (OG 75/02,
hereinafter referred to as the RECEA) and the Reigul on Environmental Information System (OG
68/08, hereinafter referred to as the REIS). Lagigt measures governing the requirements under the
Convention that relate to the university, primang decondary-school education and kindergartens are
contained in the Primary and Secondary-school HdcaAct (OG 87/08) and the Scientific
Activities and University Education Act (OG 123/0B98/03, 105/04, 174/04 and 46/07). General
provisions contained in the paragraphs of Articlef3he Convention listed are implemented both
through the immediate application of the provisiaisthe RAIA and the General Administrative
Proceedings Act (OG 53/91, hereinafter referrediddhe GAPA). They are also implemented and
correspondingly included in the following regulaisoin the field of water management: the Waters
Act (OG 107/95 and 150/05, hereinafter referredgdhe WA), the Ordinance on Water Management
Documentation (OG 13/06, hereinafter referred totles OWMD) and the Ordinance on the
Mandatory Public Information Procedure and the \Watsers’ Participation in Preparing Planning
Bases for Water Management (OG 70/08, hereinaéferned to as the OPIP). The problem area and
implementation of environmental protection overlpartly with environmental protection and/or
includes the same. It is therefore regulated byStrategy and Action Plan for the Protection of the
Biological and Landscape Diversity of the RC (OG99 143/08), the Nature Protection Act (OG
70/05, 139/08, hereinafter referred to as the NR&Juding subordinate acts, and the Act on
Genetically Modified Organisms (OG 70/05, hereieafteferred to as the AGMO) including the
following subordinate acts: the Ordinance on Wild(Crossings (OG 05/07), the Ordinance on Nature
Impact Assessment (OG 89/07; hereinafter referoeast ONIA), the Regulation on Proclamation of



the Ecological Network (OG 109/07), the Ordinancetioe Contents and the Method of Submitting
the Notification for Deliberate Release of GeraticModified Organisms into the Environment (OG
64/07) and the Ordinance on the Contents and Metliddhplementing the Plan of Measures for
Removing the Uncontrolled Spread of Genetically Med Organisms into the Environment (OG
05/07). The right of access to information falliwghin the competence of the Ministry of Health and
Social Welfare is governed by the following regidas: the AGMO, the Ordinance on the Form and
Manner of Keeping the Unique Register of Genetycéllodified Organisms and the Manner of
Establishing Printout Costs (OG 125/07), the Ondaga on the Contents and Scope of Risk
Assessment in Relation to Placing on the MarkeGenhetically Modified Organisms or Products
which Contain and/or Consist of or Derive from Géadly Modified Organisms, the Methodology of
the Preparation of Assessment and Requirement tBulfiilled by a Legal Person in Charge of the
Preparation of Risk Assessment (OG 39/08), the rardie on the Method of Preparation and
Contents of Noise Maps and Action Plans (OG 5/@Teinafter referred to as the ONM) and the Act
on Biocidal Products (OG 63/07 and 35/08), whostcler 45, paragraph 4 lays down the application
of special regulations on the right of access formation, but contains no explicit provisions agtie
public participation procedure.

As regards paragraph 2, we refer to Article 2 ef RAIA and to Article 22, paragraph 3, item 3, as
well as to Article 73, paragraphs 1 and 2 of treteSAdministration System Act (OG 190/03). When
settling the issues of rights, obligations or leigédrests of citizens or legal entities or othartigs in

an administrative matter, all government bodiesraggired to act in accordance with the GAPA. This
law is therefore subsidiarily applied in the prasexiof requiring an access to information relating
water management, and it should be noted thapjttication is also referred to by Article 9 of the
RAIA.

As regards paragraph 3 we refer to Article 17, gragah 2 and Article 178 of the EPA.

As regards paragraph 4 we refer to Article 176 h&f EPA and to Article 2 of the Ordinance on
Awards and Prizes for Environmental AchievementS @8/02).

Each year public authorities grant financial supgpofor the operation of non-governmental
organizations (hereinafter referred to as the NG&g) for programmes and projects executed by
associations dealing with the protection of envinent and space and sustainable development. Since
1999 the MEPPPC has been providing financial supporNGOs for their projects addressing mostly
the raising of public awareness of the need toegtoénvironment and the space, environmental
education, education for sustainable developmemt waaste management, education of local
population with the aim to overcome the NIMBY effend promotion of the best practices in the
protection of environment and space of the RC.hk geriod from 2005 to 2007 an average of 40
projects executed by various organizations weranived by a total of 271,740.00 euro. In 2008 the
financial support amounting to 407,609.00 euro mawided to 43 projects. In the forthcoming four
years it is also planned to finance projects ofouer organizations with the amount of 407,609.00
euro.

In 1998 the Government of the Republic of Croatieréinafter referred to as the GRC) established the
Office for Cooperation with NGOs responsible foeesialized activities from the sphere of the GRC
relating to creation of conditions for cooperatimmd partnership with non-governmental, non-profit
sector and organizations of the RC respectivelg Office is entrusted with coordination of actiggi
performed by the ministries, central state officand offices of the GRC, state administration
organizations and local government bodies in caimrecwith monitoring and improvement of
cooperation with non-governmental and non-profdtaeof the RC. In line with the Code of Good
Practice, Standards and Benchmarks for the Allooatif Grants for Programmes and Projects of
NGOs adopted by the Croatian Parliament in Febr2&§7, the Office is actively involved in
improving standards for financing programmes ofaoigations from the government budget. In
carrying out the tasks specified, the Office coapes closely with the Council for the Developmeint o
Civil Society as a consulting and expert body & @RC. The Council is, among other things, tasked
with a continuous monitoring and analysing of thélgc policies, expressing the views of the GRC on
draft regulations relating to the development ofial society, organization of inclusion of civil



society organizations in consultations and coopmrain prioritization of national programmes for
granting financial supports from the governmentdmido project and programmes dealing with the
organization of a civil society.

The purpose of the institution established by @rbf the Act on the National Foundation for Civil
Society Development (OG 173/03) is the promotiod davelopment of the civil society of the RC.
Activities of the National Foundation are focusedihong other things, on encouraging the active
population, its involvement and participation ire tdevelopment of the community, on capacity
building of a civil society, strengthening publitfluence and publicity of operations performed by
civil society organizations, including intensifizat of a public society influence in public decisio
making processes. The National Foundation providegprofessional and financial support to
programmes promoting sustainability of the non-prafector, intersectoral cooperation, civil
initiatives, philanthropy, volunteerism and enhaneat of a democratic institution of the society.

As regards paragraph 7, we refer to Article 13thefEPA entitlecReporting to International Bodies
and Organizations.

Public authorities use to include NGO represengatiin processes of Croatia’s accession to the
European Union regarding individual chapters. Tii&Nrepresentatives are also involved in projects
financed by the European Union (CARDS, PHARE, etarjd bilateral projects, including
commissions/task forces for preparation of envirental documents.

In this connection Articles 117 and 117a of the \At& applied. The OWMD specifies in detail the
contents, form and method of keeping water manageh@cuments, including access to data and
information too.

Explain how these paragraphs have been implemehtgzhrticular, describe:

(a) With respect tparagraph 2, measures taken to ensure that officials and autiesrassist and
provide the required guidance;

Answer:

We refer to Article 19 of the Civil Servants Act @02/05) entitledDuty of Providing Information
and Explanations in Administrative Matters.

All public authorities have adopted decisions tpapt one (or more) officials responsible for issue
of exercising rights of access to information, utthg the provision of assistance and guidancedo t
public as regards the access to information, armisid@s to establish a catalogue of information
which they hold or control or have available, andlichi contain a systematized overview of
information accompanied by a description of thetents, the purpose, the method and the time of
exercising the right of access (Article 22 of th&lR).

In this regard Articles 5 and 14 of the GAPA arevant.

As to Article 2, we refer to Article 40 of the Rdgtion on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer
(OG 120/05, hereinafter referred to as the RSDObg web site of the MEPPPC provides a link to
the national network for air quality monitoring s¥ing current data on air quality collected by the
national network.

In compliance with Article 97 of the Regulation d&mmit Values of Pollutant Emissions from
Stationary Sources into the Air (OG 21/07, 150/&einafter referred to as the RLVPEA), the web
site of the MEPPPC contains a list of legal andsptgl entities entered into the Register of Plants
Using Volatile Organic Compounds.

In conjunction with the Croatian Environment Agenghereinafter referred to as the CEA) the
MEPPPC started developing a database on the movemeémuality of liquid petroleum fuels placed
on the domestic market and on the facilities usedtorage and distribution of liquid petroleumlfue



(petrol stations, terminals and storages). Purstmrthe provisions of the Regulation on Liquid
Petroleum Fuels Quality (OG 53/06, hereinafter ref to as the RLPFQ) and the Regulation on
Technical Environmental Standards for Volatile GrigagCompound (VOC) Emissions Resulting from
the Storage and Distribution of Petrol (OG 135/ einafter referred to as the RTES), the suppliers
of liquid petroleum fuels are required to submitadéo the CEA, where they are collected and
integrated into a database available on the welp$ithe MEPPPC or the CEA.

As to paragraph 2, officials of the Ministry of Agulture, Fisheries and Rural Development
(hereinafter referred to as the MAFRD) provide amsninformation) as a rule immediately or as
soon as possible. In the majority of cases thegzaréquire prompt answers to their questions, kwhic
are given even before the specified time in linghwday-to-day obligations. If questions put by
submitters of requests for information seem unnealsie or too broad, the MAFRD officials contact
the submitter of a request (in writing or verbalfnd seek to clarify the question so as to give the
party an adequate answer.

(b) With respect tparagraph 3, measures taken to promote education and envirorahawareness;
Answer:

With respect to implementation of Article 3, pai@gn 3 of the Convention relating to measures taken
to promote environmental education and awarenegsadsof the syllabus for trade schools, the
Ministry of Science, Education and Sports (hergarafeferred to as the MSES) has specified the
number of hours relating to environmental educatbmpupils. Besides, in trade schools pupils are
trained as environmental technicians.

With the aim to implement the above mentioned messiuthe syllabus of primary schools includes
teaching units relating to education for environtaématters and sustainable development, as part of
certain subjects of instruction, or the schools nagiement special programmes by their own choice
(eco-schools, eco-quizzes, international and regienvironmental programmes).

As part of the preschool education, all kindergastehroughout the Republic of Croatia have
introduced environmental education programmes foesghool children, including certain
kindergartens with special eco-programmes aimegréonote environmental awareness of children
which are a constituent part of UNESCO eco-schools.

Some public institutes and institutions of highetueation participate in research relating to
environmental protection and sustainable developntiierough contracted scientific projects and
programmes. This relates mostly to the area ofrabtand biotechnical sciences, and, to a lesser
degree, to biomedicine and technical sciences,tlagie are also a small number of projects in the
field of social sciences and humanities dealindphese topics.

The Environmental Protection and Energy Efficiefreynd (hereinafter referred to as the EPEEF) in
conjunction with theSkolska knjigaublished picture-books for environmental educatintitedSave

the Earth The picture-books are intended for children admdween 5 and 10 and present
environmental topics such as the water, air anddpsotection and a proper waste management in a
modern way. They were distributed to kindergartand lower classes of primary schools and a
consultative meeting was held with teachers to hblpm carry out environmental education
continuously. Through the Croatian Radio broadTast Earth is Breathinghe EPEEF is involved in
the projectThe Most Beautiful School Gardetigough which the children learn to preserve ratur
beauties of their area in their school gardenghénprogrammeé=co-zonethe EPEEF in conjunction
with the Croatian Radio and Television organizeceeo-quiz and on that occasion distributed 6,000
energy-saving light bulbs and educational leaftetshe viewers. A puppet-show entitléd Letter
from the Greentowrs also sponsored by the EPEEF. This is an amuesiiginstructive fairy-tale
about forest animals trying to save the pollutediremment. The EPEEF publishes also an
educational and promotional two-month jouriio revija printed in 5,000 copies, which provides
information on the EPEEF activities and contairiscles about news in the field of environmental
protection and power supply. The journal is disttéa to schools, colleges, counties, towns and
municipalities, various government and scientifistitutions, and companies cooperating with the
EPEEF.



In order to promote hazardous waste disposal éeByitwo short documentaries were made dealing
with the remediation of the alkaline waters and skalge pool on the location of the former alumina
plant in Obrovac and the rehabilitation of asbestaste deposited in the quarry in Vranjica where
the football playground was built.

The EPEEF also co-finances the projecbofline training courses in environmental protection and
sustainable development, and the software impleatient of the electronic learning system was
completed late in 2008. Such training courses dfferusers, i.e. various companies and institutions
the possibility of an efficient education for amgliion of sustainable development principles irirthe
business operations.

Public authorities responsible for individual elmvimental components and sustainable development
and the EPEEF conduct continuously campaigns sfngienvironmental awareness. This includes
publication of promotional and educational materpicture-books, posters, brochures, leaflets,
stickers, etc.) and educational and promotionalaid radio commercials aiming at popularization
and provision of information on environmental comeots to the public. Public authorities mark
dates of relevance to development of the awarasfemsvironmental protection by organizing various
events, printing special editions and giving awatdsindividual persons/students/scientists or
representatives of NGOs. Monthly magazines deahwith water, nature, environment and
environmental efficiency appear regularly and teeassary co-finance for expert meetings addressing
environmental matters is regularly ensured. ThdeShastitute for Nature Protection (hereinafter
referred to as the SINP) has published manualsbfodiversity inventorying and monitoring,
including blank forms that may be downloaded frdma tveb site of the SINP and organized targeted
educational actions.

The MEPPPC in conjunction with the Croatian Ceriitne Cleaner Production, the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Central Ewmogaitiative (CEI) organized thRegional
Workshop on Sustainable Production and ConsumpaiahEducation for Sustainable Development.
The workshop was attended by the representativébedederal and private sector, NGOs and experts
from the entire region. One of the workshop objagiwas to raise awareness of the importance of
sustainable production and consumption and educédiosustainable development as key challenges
of the society. The general public was informedugittbe workshop and its outcomes on the web site
of the MEPPPC. The workshop was followed by a Chtaiming the background document and
workshop presentations intended for distribution.

At national and international conferences presaniatwere held with the aim to inform the domestic
and international general public about activitiesried out by the MEPPPC aiming to raise the
awareness of the importance of education for enwment, sustainable development and sustainable
production and consumption.

Within the framework of the winter schools dealiwgth the European Union (EU) students are
lectured on environmental protection in the EU &rdatia, and the same lectures are delivered to
primary school pupils when celebrating the EU Day.

The CEA works on raising environmental awarenesshef general public through the following
mechanisms:

- organization of the so-called Open Door Days &ketthe general public familiar with its activities

- organization of various educational actions oreslaf relevance to environmental protection (sthoo
lectures, forums for the general public, prize cetitfpns on environmental topics for children and
adults, etc.), and

- regular appearance of the CEA representativesass media with the aim to educate the public in
the importance of environmental protection andrigiet of access to environmental information.

The NGOs are also involved in raising environmeatehreness of the public through implementation
of their projects financed by the MEPPPC every y€drthe total number of project financed in this
way about 65 % are targeted at raising public ames® and educating the public for the environment
and sustainable development. The representativell@Ds are invited to participate in expert



meetings, seminars and workshops organized as gbavarious projects. So, for example, the
Environmental Inspectorate of the MEPPPC includéé@ NGOs in the project “Enhanced
Environmental Inspection for Enforcement of New Eomwmental Legislation” (PHARE 2005) with

the aim to promote environmental education and emess.

The Ministry of Culture, which is responsible foatare protection matters, co-finances nature

protection projects of the NGOs and is thus invdlite promoting the awareness of the nature and
environmental protection. Some specialized NGOe fadet in the preparation of strategic documents
of nature protection as external consultants. THéPScooperates (as a partner) with NGOs in

execution of nature protection projects and in pyting awareness of the need to protect nature and
the environment.

The Ministry of Regional Development, Forestry aWdter Management (hereinafter referred to as
the MRDFWM), Directorate for Water Policy and Imational Projects, reports that its
representatives responsible for water managemenpramoting the environmental education and
awareness, participate in television and radio shmlating to issues that fall within the competenc
of the Directorate, and are actively involved ifebeations of the World Water Day and the Danube
Day through adequate educational programmes, edlyethose intended for children, such as
thematic art competitions.

In compliance with the Business Plan, Croatian VWatee a co-financier of NGOs dealing with water
protection and a sponsor of all expert meetingbénfield of water management, and also co-finance
numerous scientific projects executed by collegedlainiversities and by other scientists and etgpe

in the field of waters. The company regularly suppdy scholarships students (18) of all four
colleges of civil engineering in the RC. The montl@roatian Water Managemendistributed
throughout the area of the RC (to local self-gowegnt units, schools, kindergartens, etc.) is pbbtis
with the aim to inform and to make known the problef waters and water management to the public.
Another scientific journal published is entiti€uoatian WatersThe celebrations of thiaternational
Water Day(22 March), theDanube Day(28 June) and th€roatian Waters Day(7 September) are
organized particularly with the aim to raise puldiwareness of the importance of water and the
environment. On these occasions awards are prelsbgt€roatian waters for the best degree essay
and the best scientific paper (a PhD and a magtersss).

The SINP promotes the public awareness of the stat@ture by organizing diverse educational
actions on the occasion of dates of relevanced@tbtection of nature and environment, exhibitions
school lectures and mass media releases and appesira

(c) With respect tparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that there is approprategnition of and
support to associations, organizations or groupsnpoting environmental
protection;

Answer:

The MEPPPC and other public authorities responsibte environmental components regularly
include representatives of NGOs into working groapd, in other ways, into drafting of regulations
and various projects executed by public authoriti@sancial support is provided to individuals or
specialized institutions for organization of expemeetings or for printing of publications. The
Ministry of Culture (hereinafter referred to as tM€), the Directorate for Nature Protection, grants
Ivo Horvat nature protection awards (annual and life-achierégnawards) to prominent persons and
organizations deserving praise for promotion ofireprotection.

During 2008 a representative of the MEPPPC, as ralrae of the Council for the Development of
Civil Society of the GRC (set up as part of thei€fffor Cooperation with NGOs of the GRC)
participated in the preparation of tBede of Positive Practices in Consulting the Pulllancerned in
the Process of Formulating Public Policiéghe preparation of the Code started in the midéit2007
and was continuously followed by public consultatio The development of new standards in



consulting the public concerned in the processoomtilating public policies was foreseen by the
Operational Plan for Implementation of the Natiolsdtategy for Establishment of a Stimulating
Surroundings for the Development of Civil Sociegopted at the session of the GRC held on 1
February 2007.

The CEA has been continuously cooperating with @asons, organizations and groups promoting
environmental protection. It often provides puldigport to their efforts involves them regularlyoin
CEA activities and provides logistic assistanceeguired.

The MSES invites applications for financial suppdd projects executed by organizations in thelfiel
of extra-institutional education of children andulisl. One of the fields of activity is P4: Enhanegrn
of Quality of Life, Life Skills and Abilities of Citdren and the Young, that include the subfield
Promotion of Education for Sustainable Developméntthis way the MSES provides financial
support to organizations promoting the qualityifef 4nd thus the preservation of the environment.

In this regard Article 6 of the WAnd Article 3 of the OPIP are relevant.

Functioning as a project implementation unit withimlecentralized system of implementing projects
and programmes financed by the EU, the Office fopferation with NGOs of the GRC is a user
institution of a grants scheme covering two prgegdbsely linked with the success in implementation
of the Convention and the pertaining legislative amstitutional framework. During 2007 and 2008
the NGO Green Actionwiww.zelena-akcija.hr which is a beneficiary of the grant scheme under
CARDS 2004, was implementing the project entitleaglementing Aarhus Convention and Increasing
NGOs Capacity in Monitoring and Implementation o€céssion Process and Reaching EU
Environmental Policies and Standardsconjunction with the European Environmental &ur (EEB)
from Bruxelles. This project aims to implement t@envention in Croatia, to increase NGOs
capacities in monitoring and implementation of eonimental policies, to improve communication
between the EEB and the Green Action/Friends ofBhagh Croatia, to network with the EEB, to
monitor environmental legislation of the EU, to dmp communication with the EEB experts relating
to environmental problems/issues, with the NOGdinlgavith environmental protection and with the
public, to inform the public and participate in thecess of screening and negotiating, to prepare a
high-quality position paperabout environmental problems encountered in tlhegas of monitoring
and implementing the environmentacquis to improve cooperation with environmental
organizations, with the Environmental Protectiod &hysical Planning Committee of the Parliament
and the Government Council for Environmental Pridec to contribute to implementation of the
Convention by establishing a public informationteys, to include the organization and the public in
the environmental decision-making process in the, RLC set up local advisory councils for
environmental matters, to enable public consultatiand to involve the public in the decision-making
process relating to environmental matters and tbavéntion through various activities, such as
lectures, workshops, publications and consultatibrsugh the Info-centre and the Green Phone.

During 2007 and 2008 the NGO Green Istriav(v.zelena-istra.hr which is a beneficiary of the grant
scheme under the CARDS 2004, was implementing ttogeqs Mobilization of the Public for
Participation in Environmental Impact Assessmerddedure. In the context of the legal framework
of environmental impact assessments and harmomizafilegislation in this field with the European
standards, and of facilitating an efficient pulgbarticipation in the decision-making process, those
affecting the environment prove to be far more pdwethan those affected by environmental
impacts. Therefore the Green Istria, in conjunctidgth 5 environmental protection organizations —
Sun, Eko, Pan, Franjo Ké&&c, the Green Osijek and Divina Natura — launchedogect intended to
provide the general public with information abdu# tatest regulations, possibilities and best prest
through publications, seminars and info-centre¢h wie aim to establish better mechanisms or offer
better opportunities for the public to participate environmental impact assessment procedures,
because the mere adoption of regulations doesnsotre efficiency. Some of the results expected are
a better understanding and application of the la®f public participation in environmental impac
assessment procedures, increased public partmip#ti the decision-making process on the local




level, increased capability of environmental orgatibns to monitor enforcement of regulations and
more efficient environmental protection.

At the session held on 8 May 2008 the GRC adogtedReport on Financial Supports Provided to
Projects and Programmes of Civil Society Organizei in 2007
(http://www.uzuvrh.hr/vijest.aspx?pagelD=1&newsID350The report consists of three parts: In the
first part financial supports provided to civil $ety organizations at the national level are presskn
The data are analysed with respect to financiapsupproviders, the form of support provided, and
the area and subcategories of financing, includiregresults of the public opinion poll relating to
invitation for applications for financing civil sty projects and programmes. The second part shows
data on the county level and in the third the foiahsupport provided at the level of towns is
presented.

From the Report it is evident that in 2007 63,888,833 euro was allocated from the government
budget, which is a rise of 31.59 % in comparisoth\2006. In addition to a very detailed analysis of
supports provided by institutions — financial supgaoviders and the areas of financing respeactjvel
the Report contains also a detailed overview ofrdseilts of investigations dealing with the level t
which procedures applied by all institutions in gaating for financial supports were brought in line.
The data obtained from all counties and towns gdithat 45,911,825.55 euro was allocated from the
county and 59,691,694.24 euro from the town budgets

Data collected by the Office for Cooperation witG®s for the needs of the present Report indicate
that in 2007 the amount of 169,488,315.31 euroallasated from the budgets of the government, the
counties and the towns for projects and progranohewil society organizations.

As for the last three years, comprehensive dataalbrindividual supports provided from the
government budget and the budgets of the countidst@vns will soon be made available in the
public database on the web site of the Office fopgeration with NGOs, including information on
the organization name, the project name and projectager and the amount of the support granted.
Moreover, the Report including the data on indigldsupports will be printed and distributed to the
public concerned, which is an additional contribotito the transparency of information about
supports provided to projects and programmes dfspeiety organizations.

* Overview of financial supports provided to prograesmand projects of civil society
organizations by the area of financing

Protection and promotion of culture, cultural aristdrical assets and
nature conservation 20,879,244.71 32.7 %
Sports 15,814,897.42 24.8 9
Support to persons with special needs and sodialhglicapped persons

7,318,091.03 | 11.5%
Democratization, development of civil society andlunteerism,
strengthening of social cohesion and philanthropy 4,938,900.20 7.7 %
Technical culture 3,248,779.60 5109
Participants in and victims of the Homeland War ,608,867.36 4.1 %
Protection and preservation of health, mental dngigal integrity and
enhancement of the quality of life 2,046,358.83 3.2%
Scientific and specialized services 1,702,897.69 2.7 %
Prevention of all forms of dependencies and undebép behaviour of
children and the young 1,512,131.95 2.4 %
Protection and promotion of human rights 900,256. 1.4 %
Tourism 593,070.65 0.9 %
Support to the young 479,225.54 0.7 %
Encouragement and recognition of creativity of dtgh and the young
in the country and abroad 47,4962.84 0.7 %




Environmental protection and sustainable development 417,187.50 0.6 %
Enhancement of life, life skills and abilities dfilclren and the young

327,010.87 0.5%
Students’ organizations 225,958.73 0.3 %
Children supports 194,972.83 0.3 %
Others 166,603.26 0.2 %
Croatia’s EU accession process 37,228.26 0.1 %
Total 63,884,795.53 100 9

» Overview of financial supports provided to prograesnand projects of civil society
organizations in the field of environmental proigctand sustainable development:

Promotion of education for environmental protectod sustainable

development 147,826.09 35.4%
Waste management 116,915.76 28%
Conservation of specially valuable areas 862.77. 20.7%
Enhancement of the quality of environment and sp&cgban and

rural areas 26,494.57 6.3%

Protection of the environment and space 26,@87.0 6.3%

Projects for the protection of environment and sgdasrsed on

cooperation of various partners 13,587.00 3.3%

Total 417,187.50 100%

(d) With respect tparagraph 7, measures taken to promote the principles of thev@ation
internationally;

Answer:
With respect to paragraph 7 of the Convention Vviert® Article 14, paragraph 2 of the EPA.

The RC has been a Party to the Convention on Emwiental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary
Context since 1997 (OG, International Treaties p&& is experienced in procedures based on the
Convention mentioned and, consequently, in infoilomatind participation of the public from the
adjacent countries. The experiences in promotiegptinciples of this Convention are shared, among
other things, through bilateral and multilateratiles/international treaties to which the RC is gyPa

In this context Chapters 4.1 and 9 of the ContiogePlan for Accidental Pollution of the Adriatic
(OG 92/08) are relevant too.

Moreover, as regards paragraph 7, the public isgoeegularly informed about activities and
participation of representatives of public authesitin meetings of the parties to internationaties

in the field of environmental protection, conseiwatof biological and landscape diversity and
environmental components in general, includingdbecomes of such meetings, on the web sites of
the public authorities and/or through mass mediae Ppublic is also regularly informed about
activities directly contributing to enforcementiofernational treaties, such as instances of seiand
return of illegal shipments of alien strictly proted species to the country of their origin, in
collaboration with the authorities of those cowsgrin charge of the CITES.

(e) With respect tparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that persons exercisgigrights under

the Convention are not to be penalized, perseamtérassed.
Answer:
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This right is granted by the constitutional prifeipf lawfulness under Article 16 of the Constituti
of the RC and the principle of the right of appaadler Article 18 of the Constitution of the RC.

Describe anybstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphsrttk 3 listed
above.
Answer:

One of the general comments made by NGOs is thataldinancial constraints they are sometimes
not able to attend meetings held outside their ¢pgaders. They also complain that information about
meetings reach them so late that they do not matwgeganize and prepare properly for specific
topics of the meeting.

Problems by items:

(a) An obstacle to efficient implementation of &k 3, paragraph 2 is the insufficient number of
officials in light of an ever-larger number of regts for environmental information and the incrdase
scope of the related activities. Consequently, ghality of the information provided is not always
acceptable, as pointed out by the NGOs.

(b) In the opinion of NGOs, more has to be dongrimmoting the environmental awareness in the
context of the university education of studentsthiis regard courses should be introduced and held,
such as e.g=conomy and Environmeahd Environmental Law.

(c) The NGOs find that criteria for allocation ainids and the decision-making procedure for granting
supports lack clarity. They have also noticed tbeganizations whose project proposals were
approved or rejected do not receive any feedbado déise reasons for the approval or rejection of
support.

Provide further information on tharactical application of the general provisions of the

Convention.

Answer:

The Dutch Government has funded the projegilementation of Environmental Acquis Requirements
in Respect of Access to Environmental Informatiom @ublic Participation in Environmental
Approval ProceduregJanuary 2006 — October 2008) implemented by tHePRPC. The project
addressed the first and the second part (pillath@fConvention, or specifically, EU directivestbe
right of access to environmental information antliguparticipation in environmental matters. As to
the third pillar of the Convention, it has not bésamsposed into the EU legislation yet, which nsean
that the EU directive on access to justice hasoybe adopted. As part of the project, several sarsi
were held in four counties, with the aim to inceeaapacities of the officials at the local and oegi
level with respect to access to environmental midion and public participation in environmental
matters. Within the framework of the project masualere prepared for the application of the
provisions of the first two parts of the Conventié®. the EU Directive 2003/35/EC and the EU
Directive 2003/4/EC. The manuals are availablehenvieb site of the MEPPPC and are intended for
officials at the federal, regional and local leketponsible for providing environmental information
the public and for public participation in enviroantal matters, as well as to the NGOs and the @ubli
concerned wishing to learn more about the posséslio be informed about and to participate in the
decision-making related to environmental matters.

Within the framework of the Danube regional proj&cthancing Access to Information and Public
Participation in Environmental Decision-makirfgnanced by the UNDP/GEF and implemented by
REC in conjunction with the representatives of MEPPPC, the Ministry of Water Management,
Croatian Waters, the CEA and a number of NGOsMhaual on the Method of Handling Requests
for Informationwas prepared to help the officials in handling teguests for information properly.
The manual represents a summary of relevant pamssof the RAIA and the GAPA. As part of the
project several workshops were held with the purpo$ educating government officials and
representatives of the non-governmental sectortla@dyeneral public for the Convention itself, the
rights and obligations of the participants and proformulation of requests so as to reach the
Convention goals successfully. Besides the maneationed, a brochure was prepared instructing the
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public and the NGOs how to obtain environmentabiimfation. Both publications were distributed to
NGOs and public authorities at the federal, rediama local level responsible for environmental
protection.

In 2007, the MEPPPC, Directorate for Environmeiahagement — Department for Air Protection,
translated, printed and distributed a guidebookctmstoms officials entitle®reventing lllegal Trade

in Ozone Depleting Substanc8he guidebook is primarily intended for the atiis of the Ministry

of Finance — Customs Administration, to make thamifiar with the ways of recognizing attempts to
import illegally substances that deplete the ozlayer. The educational comic bo@zzy Ozone:
Defender of Our Planetvas printed with the aim to raise the awarenesshefimportance of
protecting the ozone layer and its importance tmdmu health. This comic book was distributed to all
eco-schools and all primary schools in the areathef RC, kindergartens, libraries, etc. Two
educational TV commercials on the protection of daene layer and the climate change prevention
were made and broadcast by television stationgri&2607. The International Ozone Layer Protection
Day (16 September) was marked by placing jumboepesit 20 locations throughout the RC, by radio
and TV interviews and by publishing occasionalcées in newspapers. In 2008 a new comic book
instalment entitledOzzy Visiting Islandslealing with the ozone layer protection and thenate
change prevention was printed and distributed. die&ibution of the comic book to target groups
(eco-schools, primary schools) is in progress. s dccasion of celebrating 16 September — the
ozone layer protection day, two TV commercials daltbe ozone layer protection were dubbed and
broadcast in the programme of a number of telewistations on the same day. The action of
informing about the importance of protecting there layer is going on by means of jumbo posters.
The journal EGE — Energy, Economy, Ecology, Ethigssue no. 1, 2008) published an article
Implementation of the Montreal Protocol in Croatfaleaflet Everybody Can Do Something to Save
the Ozone Layeawas printed too.

Within the framework of implementing the EC LIFE-ifich Countries projecCapacity Building for
Implementation of the United Nations Framework Goon on Climate Change and the Kyoto
Protocol in the Republic of Croatighe Croatian centrénowledge for the Environmepublished a
brochure The Drop that Made the Cup Overflow, Climate Changeéhe World and Croatia
accompanied by a CD with the electronic versiorthef brochure and the methodically formulated
teaching material in January 2007. A documentaguathe climate change and global warming from
the Croatian perspective is available on DVD a8-anhute video. 13 seminars were held for primary
and secondary-school teachers of geography, bi@agychemistry and for civil society organizations
in 9 counties, attended by more than 50 persongger seminar. Participants in those seminars and
institutions and libraries of major towns all o¥&roatia received over 1,400 copies of the brochure.

The MEPPPC, the EPEEF, the MELE and the UNDP pegpand published a brochufake Up a
One-Tonne Challengeontaining recommendations on how to contributette CQ emission
reduction on a daily basis and to mitigate climatenge. The brochur€limate Change — A
Guidebook for Schoolwas translated and published with the aim to eragmithe young to preserve
the climate and disseminate knowledge on climatengh, and was distributed to primary and
secondary schools throughout Croatia.

The leafletlt's Up to Youwas prepared so as to sensitize the school agegypeople for waste
management issues and distributed to primary atmhslary schools throughout Croatia.

The brochurdResource Kit for Sustainable Consumption and Pridoavas translated and prepared
for printing. An educational and promotional comaiar on the climate change mitigation entitled
Changing Ourselves rather than the Climatas prepared by the MEPPPC and the EPEEF and
showed on the TV. On the occasion of the Earth Dwydaily papers were supplemented by an
educational leaflet, and an occasional commerciahe need to protect and preserve the environment
was showed on the TV.

The MEPPPC officials participated in a number afnd tables and forums and gave the following
public lectures:
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Round table: “Are We Prepared for Global WarmingBusedgrad Centre for Culture and Education
(Zagreb, 25 April 2007)

Lecture: “Climate Change” (Rijeka, 5 June 2007)
Lecture: “Global Warming and Economy” (BjelovarApril 2007)
Lecture: “Climate Change and the Future” (RavnaaGav April 2007)

Lecture at the 2007 Science Festival: “Climate @ea@hallenges — the World and Croatia” (Zagreb,
28 April 2007)

Lecture: “Implementation of the Montreal Protoaolthe RC” (Zadar, the First Climate Forum, 26-27
September 2007)

Lecture: “Protection of the Atmosphere” (Zagreb,Jude 2008)

In the period from June 2007 to October 2008 thedddor Atmosphere, Sea and Soil was publishing
informative articles in the “National GeographicGroatia” on a monthly basis, addressing the
following topics: climate change, ozone layer petiten, air quality, air emissions, production ars u
of fossil fuels and biofuels and the protectionmarine environment of Croatia.

On its web site the MEPPPC made availdbkructions to Service Technicians Relating torier
Issuance and Entering into the Register of Legal Bhysical Entities Involved in Import/Export and
Placing of the Controlled and Replacement Substanme the Market, Servicing, Collection,
Reclamation and Recovery of Such Substanedsch should help the service technicians sulamit
full documentation needed for the permit issuarmu entering into the Register and reduce the time
required for their issuance.

Besides, legal and physical entities keep sendiggliges in writing or by electronic mail every day
which are then answered.

Since 2002 the MEPPPC has been printing a bilingeals brochure and a map of the sea water
quality on Adriatic beaches in 1,000 copies eaclr.y&he brochure and the map contain seasonal
information on bathing waters and are intendedhfamtels and tourist enterprises for distribution at
domestic and international tourist fairs with tlm &0 promote the Croatian tourist industry, theacl
coastal zone and high quality of bathing waters.

In 2007 and 2008 the CEA printed and distributedfdtiowing publications:

Leaflet “For Better Waste Management“(550 copies);

Leaflet “Landfill Inventory*(550 copies);

An overview of data contained in the 2007 Registd?ermits and Records - Report (120 copies);
Hazardous waste transfer notes — the 2005 Repdtddpies);

Waste cadastre — the 2005 Report (150 copies);

The 2006 Annul Report (1,100 copies);

Brochure “The Environment in Plain View I”, 2007,%00 copies)

Leaflet “The Climate Change — A Burning Issue @& ay” printed on the occasion of the 2007
World Environment Day (550 copies);

Brochure “Protected Area Loads” (540 copies);

Leaflet “The Environmental Emission Cadastre (ERG)ers/Sea” (550 copies);

Leaflet “The Database on Biodiversity of Protecéedas” (550 copies);

The 2005 Air Quality Report of the National Netwddk Continuous Air Quality Monitoring (150
copies);

The State of the Environment Report for the RC(Q dopies);

Assessment Report on Availability of Environmelmfmirmation and Gaps with Regard to EEA Needs
(300 copies);

The 2007 State of the Environment Report Highligh@® copies);

Report “The 2007 Environmental Information Systeatalogue” (300 copies);
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Leaflet “The Protected Species Database” (500 eppie

Brochure “The Environment in Plain View 17, 20080( copies);

Brochure “The Environment in Your Pocket | - 20GB00 copies);

The 2004-2007 Performance Report (500 copies);

Leaflet “Waste Management Permits” (500 copies)

Report “An Overview of Data Contained in the Regjigif Permits and Records for 2008” (200
copies);

Report “The 2008 Environmental Information Systeatalbgue” (500 copies).

As part of the PHARE projednstitutional Building and Implementation of Natu2@00 Ecological
Network in Croatiahe SINP is conducting a public campaign to raisareness and understanding of
the needs relating to application of EU directiygsough publications, workshops, web site, mass
media). Natura 2000 was presented through a nuaibeorkshops involving various stakeholders all
over Croatia. Numerous information materials wenatpd — leaflets and brochures, and a web site
established as a point of consultation by measank forms and interactive maps.

In 2007 and 2008 the SINP printed and/or posteitisomeb site the following publications:
The 2007-2008 State of the Nature Report

The Red Book of Fungi

The Red Book of Dragonflies

The Red Book of Sea Fishes

The Biodiversity of Croatia — Manuals for Inventoiy and Monitoring the Status of Flora, Habitats,
Marine Habitats, Fauna, Amphibians and Reptiless Bad Freshwater Fishes

Brochure “Biodiversity of Croatia”

Brochure “The Protected Geoheritage of Croatia”

Brochure “The Ecological Network in the Velebit Are

Brochure “The Ecological Network along the SavaeRiv

NATURA 2000 — a series of leaflets and brochures

NATURA 2000 in Croatia

NATURA and Agriculture

NATURA and Forestry

NATURA and Environmental Impact Assessment

The Wolf Population Status Report

Conservation of Large Carnivores in Croatia, Bulléto. 1, 2 and 3

Biodiversity

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:
Answer:

www.vlada.hrGovernment of the Republic of Croatia

www.mzopu.hmMinistry of Environmental Protection, Physical Réng and Construction (MEPPPC)
www.ifenel.hrinspection for Enforcement of New Environmentagjiséation

www.uprava.hiCentral State Office for Administration (CSOA)

www.pravosudje.hMinistry of Justice

www.azo.hrCroatian Environment Agency (CEA)

www.fzoeu.hrEnvironmental Protection and Energy Efficiency (EPEEF)
www.min-kulture.hrMinistry of Culture, Directorate for Nature Praiiec (MC-DNP)
www.dzzp.hrState Institute for Nature Protection (SINP)

www.mingorp.hrMinistry of Economy, Labour and EntrepreneurstNiELE)

www.mzos.hministry of Science, Education and Sports (MSES)

www.mrrsvg.hrMinistry of Regional Development, Forestry and @adtlanagement, Directorate for
Water Policy and International Projects (MRDFWM-DWWP

www.voda.hrCroatian Waters (CW)

www.mzss.hMinistry of Health and Social Welfare (MHSW)

www.mps.hrMinistry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Rural Despiment (MAFRD)
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www.uzuvrh.hrOffice of the Government of the Republic of Cradtir Cooperation with NGOs
(OCNGO)
www.narodne-novine.nn.l®fficial web site of the Official Gazette

Article 4
List legislative, regulatory and other measured tingplement the provisions on access to
environmental information in Article 4.

Answer:

Issues of access to information under Article 4 goeerned by the EPA, the RIPP and the RAIA.
Apart from theses regulations relating to accessndironmental information, the provisions of the
GAPA, the WA, the OWMD and the OPIP are applied too

Article 1 of the EPA lays down th8ubject Matter of the Aethich, among other things, covers the
providing of access to environmental informatiomiles Article 16, paragraph 1 defines the principle
of access to environmental information.

The Air Protection Act (hereinafter referred totlas APA) (OG 178/04, 60/08) makes it obligatory to
central state administration bodies, local andargi (district) self-government units and legalitég
endowed with public powers to provide timely aneefiof charge data falling within their competence
and any other data as required for maintainingathguality information system and for preparation
of plans, programmes and reports. Plans, progranandsreports are published in the OG or in
official bulletins of the local and regional (dist) self-government units.

Article 30 of the Regulation on Greenhouse Gas EimisAllowances and Emission Trading (OG
142/08) points to the fact that access to inforamatind public participation relating to the sphefe
the Ordinance are granted in compliance with a iapbeegulation determining the access to
information and public participation.

We also refer to Articles 8, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21,dt 35 of the Regulation on Implementation of
Flexible Mechanisms under the Kyoto Protocol (O@/08).

Explain how each paragraph of article 4 has beeplémented. Describe the transposition of the
relevant definitions in Article 2 and the non-disgination requirement in Article 3, paragraph 9.

Answer:

All relevant definitions under Article 2 of the Ggantion have been transposed by Article 3, point 53
7, 13 and 60 of the EPA, while Article 132 givedifidnal explanation of the definitions provided.
We refer also to Article 3 of the RAIA.

As regards Article 3, paragraph 9 of the Conventitiis issue is regulated by the constitutional
principle of equality of citizens. Moreover, thigterion is ensured by Article 6 of the RAIA stadin
that the right of access to information belongalt@uthorized persons in the same manner and under
the same conditions, and that they are all equexéncising that right. As regards public partitipa,

the EPA does not differentiate between the gemralic and the public concerned, which makes this
principle confirmed.

According to Article 3, point 1 of the OPIEhe publicmeans one or more physical or legal entities,
their associations, organizations or groups inWtd special regulations and practices.

Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect tparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:
(i) Any person may have access to information witlaving to state interest;
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Answer:

With respect to Article 4, paragraph 1 of the Caotien we refer to Article 131 of the EPA and
Article 6 and Article 11, paragraph 4 of the RAIA.

(ii) Copies of the actual documentation containorgcomprising the requested information are
supplied;
(iii) The information is supplied in the form recpted;

Answer:

We refer to Article 10 of the RAIA, Article 134, rgraph 4 of the EPA and Article 22 of the OWMD
laying down the access to data and informatiortingldo water management documentation.

The Request Form for Access to Information laid ddwy the Ordinance on the Structure, Contents
and Keeping of an Official Register of Rights of cgss to Information (OG 137/04) offers the
submitter of request four options of access tormgdion: direct supply of information (verbal),
insight into documents and making copies of documeantaining the information required, supply
of a copy of the document containing the informatiequired and other ways (filled in by the
submitter of request).

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the time limitsided for inparagraph 2 are respected;
Answer:

In this regard Article 134, paragraphs 2 and 3hef EPA and Articles 12, 14 and 15(3) of the RAIA
are relevant.

(c) With respect tparagraphs 3 and 4, measures taken to:

(i) Provide for exemptions from requests;

(i) Ensure that the public interest test at thel efi paragraph 4 is applied;

Answer:

As regards the measures specified we refer tolarti85 of the EPA. In the procedure of exercising

the right of access to information the provisiofshe GAPA (Article 9), Article 8 of the RAIA and
Article 26 of the OWMD are applied correspondingly.

(d) With respect tparagraph 5, measures taken to ensure that a public author#y does not hold

the environmental information requested takes #reessary action;

Answer:

As regards paragraph 5, Article 13 of the RAIA pled. Besides, in the procedure of exercising the

right of access to information the provisions oé tBAPA (Article 9 of the RAIA) are applied
correspondingly.

(e) With respect tparagraph 6, measures taken to ensure that the requirementgarate out and
make available information is implemented,;

Answer:

In this case Article 8, paragraph 4 of the RAIAetevant.
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() With respect tgaragraph 7, measures taken to ensure that refusals meet tleelitinits and the
other requirements with respect to refusals;

Answer:

As regards paragraph 7 we refer to Article 15, graah 2 of the RAIA.

(g) With respect tparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that the requirementbaming are met.
Answer:

In this regard Article 19 of the RAIA is applieduBuant to the RAIA and the Decision on
Establishment of the Information Catalogue of thERPPC, the person entitled to information shall
pay the amount of 0.14 euro per each page of tbemdent copied, if the number of copies exceeds 3.

In case of actual material costs of editing andpbupg the data required (price of making copies,
storing on electronic media, etc.), the CEA inforpnsviously the submitter of request that the costs
will be charged and issues an invoice (paymenteteffected in favour of the government budget of
the RC). From the beginning of 2006 to the hal808 the CEA issued invoices to the amount of
883.15 euro (actual material costs + postage).

Describe anybstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphsrtti 4.

Answer:

The NGOs point to the problem that public authesitiespecially those at the local level, fail tckena
all necessary and mandatory information availaloléheir web sites. The NGOs also point to cases
when documents and answers supplied were incompietere not provided at all.

Certain public authorities still have neither afoimation catalogue nor the staff available for the
provision of information, which makes the implernedian of Article 4 more difficult.

Provide further information on tharactical application of the provisions on accessto information,
e.g. are there any statistics available on the nemndh requests made, the number of refusals arid the
reasons?

Answer:

As a rule, public authorities provide informatioocarding to their information catalogue under the
RAIA, as published on their web sites. The offisialf public authorities basically give answers
(information) immediately or as soon as possibietHe majority of cases parties require prompt
answers to their questions, and answers to qusstiom given even before the deadline, subject to
current obligations. The officials of the minisigenerally give answers (information) immediately
or as soon as possible. In the majority of casesegaequire prompt answers to their questiond, an
answers to questions are given even before thdideadubject to current obligations. In case @at
submitter of a request for information puts quesi@onsidered unreasonable or too general, the
officials of public authorities contact the submritpf the request (in writing or verbally) and seéek
clarify the questions so as to be able to givepdmty the adequate answer. A statistics of theasigu
received is kept in a special electronic register.

According to the words of the spokesperson’s offine2007 and 2008 the MEPPPC received about
forty requests on average relating to environmantalkmation. The report on the requests receiged i
prepared on a yearly basis and submitted to theér&ebtate Office for Administration (CSOA). In
terms of the implementation of the RAIA, the MEPPIRAS taken all measures as required:

« appointment of an information officer;
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» establishment of an information catalogue;

» keeping the requests in an electronic register, and

* regular presentation of all information belongimgthe sphere of the MEPPPC on the web
site.

The CEA keeps annual statistics on the numbergfagts and the complete analysis of the submitters
of requests. The related reports are presentedtbdtie CSOA and the general public. 138 requests
were received in 2006, 292 requests in 2007 andé&gests in 2008.

According to Article 25 of the RAIA, all pubic auwthties are required to submit a report on
implementation of the RAIA to the CSOA by 31 Janutor the previous year, based on the data
contained in the information catalogue. The migisgsponsible for general administrative matters
(CSOA) submits a consolidated report on implemémadf the RAIA to the GRC not later than 28
February for the previous year, and the GRC is tdionsubmit a report on implementation of the
RAIA to the Croatian Parliament for adoption ndiefathan 31 March for the previous year. After
adoption, the report is published in the OG. Theg®rts contain statistical data on the total numbe
of requests received, the number of requests apgrdkie number of requests refused, the number of
requests unresolved and the number of requestafded to competent bodies. In the reports the data
are shown in relation to public authorities andcéiie examples of decisions to accept or refuse
requests are addressed.

Within the framework of the projedimplementation of Environmental Acquis Requirements
Respect of Access to Environmental InformationRumlolic Participation in Environmental Approval
Proceduredinanced by the Dutch Government two manuals aviging environmental information
to the public and public participation in envirormted matters were prepared and made publicly
available on the web site of the MEPPPC.

With respect to paragraph 1, items (ii) and (ii@lating to measures taken to ensure that copidseof
actual documentation containing or comprising treguested information are supplied, the
environmental inspectorate has specified the offimers (each®land ¥ Monday of the month) when
the inspectors on duty provide information requiste

In 2007 the MHSW received 23 requests for exergisime right of access to information. Out of 23
requests 12 were approved, 1 was refused, 2 wenarfded and for 8 no decision was taken. The
report on implementation of the RAIA is availablen ahe official web site of the CSOA

www.uprava.hr.

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:
Answer:
Same as indicated for Article 3 of the Convention

Article5

List legislative, regulatory and other measuresttimplement the provisions on the collection and
dissemination of environmental information in aeié.

Explain how each paragraph of article 5 has beeplémented. Describe the transposition of the
relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-distination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

Answer:

Relevant definitions under Article 2 and non-disgriation requirements under Article 3, paragraph 9
are mentioned in the answer under Article 4.

Provisions relevant to the collection of environtakimformation are contained in Articles 126-149 o
the EPA, the RIPP and the Ordinance on the PolluEnission Register (OG 35/08). The CEA
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ensures implementation of Article 5 of the Convamton the basis of the provisions set by the EPA,
the RECEA and the REIS.

The non-discrimination requirement arises fromdbénition itself which reads as follows: “A person
entitled to receive information is any domestidaneign physical or legal person requiring access t
information”. It should be noted that this definiti is unambiguously accepted by the RAIA, the
OWMD and the OPIP.

Provisions of Article 4 and 5 of the RAIA are agglitoo.

With respect to paragraph 2, Articles 19, 29, 3d 40 of the RSDOL (OG 120/05) are applied. Other
relevant articles are Article 28 of the RegulatmmMonitoring Greenhouse Gas Emissions in the RC
(OG 1/07), Article 35 of the Regulation on Implertaion of Flexible Mechanisms under the Kyoto
Protocol (OG 142/08) and Article 30 of the Regulaton Greenhouse Gas Emission Allowances and
Emissions Trading (OG 141/08).

Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect tparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) Public authorities possess and update enviramadeénformation;

(ii) There is an adequate flow of information tdopa authorities;

(i) In emergencies, appropriate information isgeminated immediately and without delay;

Answer:
With respect to paragraph 1, Article 133 of the E®Applied.

Relevant provisions are contained in Articles 978,20, 24, 25, 26 (in connection with Article 70 o
the EPA) and 29 of the APA. The APA determinesgailons to be fulfilled by the inspectorate and
penalty clauses in case of the non-existence afusde flow of information to public authorities.
Article 20 of the Ordinance on Air Quality Monitag (OG 155/05), Article 10 of the Regulation on
Limit Values of Pollutants in the Air (OG 133/0%)dhArticles 8, 9, and 10 of the Regulation on Alert
Thresholds for Pollutants in Air (OG 133/05) arglégd too.

We refer to Articles 26, 27, 28 and 29 of the Qadice on Monitoring Pollutant Emissions from
Stationary Sources into the Air (OG 1/06); Articles7 and 13 of the Ordinance on Issuing a Licence
or Approval for Performing the Activities of Moniiag Air Quality and Emissions into the Air from
Stationary Sources (OG 79/06); Chapter VI, Artid&sand 101 of the Regulation on Limit Values of
Pollutant Emissions from Stationary Sources inAir (OG 21/07, 150/08); Articles 11, 12, 13, 16,
17 and 18 of the Regulation on the Quality of Bas$u(OG 141/05); Article 20 of the Regulation on
Technical Environmental Standards for Volatile GrigagCompound (VOC) Emissions Resulting from
the Storage and Distribution of Petrol (OG 135/0%Yicles 22, 24, 25 and 30 of the Regulation on
Liquid Oil Fuels Quality (OG 53/06), and Articles 2, 4, 6 and 8 of the Ordinance on the Exchange
of Information on Data from Permanent Air QualityMtoring Networks (OG 135/06).

Other relevant provisions are contained in Articdldsand 15 of the Regulation on Limit Values for
Volatile Organic Compounds Content in Certain Paiahd Varnishes and Vehicle Refinishing
Products (OG 94/07) and Articles 11 and 12 of tlegation on Emission Ceilings for Certain
Pollutants in the RC (OG 141/08).

Article 9, paragraph 2, indent 7 and Article 10rgapaph 2, indents 5, 26, 32, 33, 35 and 36 of the
Regulation on the Sea Bathing Water Quality (O®@8&BAre also applied.

With respect to this paragraph, the Directoratdrispection Affairs prepares reports on the wor#t an

measures taken by environmental inspectors, inojudeports on individual controls conducted by
inspectors, on a yearly basis.
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A more efficient flow of information and harmoniiat of data will be ensured through the
Environmental Information System Programme whicjugt about to be completed by the CEA and
which is structured and will operate in line withtisles 2, 7, 8 and 9 of the REIS. Article 128,
paragraphs 2 and 3 of the EPA and Article 1, pagb of the OWMD are applied too.

Article 79 of the WA provides for that in case ofnater pollution risk caused by an unexpected
occurrence, defect or any other reason, the legdlpoysical entity respectively, whose acting or
failure gave rise to such a risk, is required form correspondingly the nearest police adminisirat
without delay. Any person noticing a water pobutievent or a risk of such pollution is required to
inform correspondingly the nearest police admiaigin. The pollution event or a risk of water
pollution shall be notified by the police admington to the nearest water management inspector of
the County and the nearest organizational unit maan Waters respectively. Croatian Waters or
another legal entity specified by water protectian is required to take steps for the prevention o
elimination of a water pollution event or a watesllption risk immediately after having been
informed thereof. Croatian Waters are responsitled&ta collection and evaluation of the quality of
surface and ground waters and the territorial vsa¢sposed to land-based pollution. On the basis of
the data collected an annual water quality repmrtiie RC is prepared and submitted to the ministry
responsible for water management and other compbkteties/institutions (e.g. the MEPPPC). These
data are also used for reporting in line with ddifigns arising from international conventions and
treaties on cooperation in water management. Ottenrirequest and with the approval of the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of Croatian Waters, theg atso submitted free of charge to other parties
concerned. Some data/annual reports are availabléhe web site of Croatian Waters. Croatian
Waters collect data and prepare reports on unexgeahd accidental pollution events. All the
documents, annual reports and pollution data mamaae available. Report copies and data may be
made available upon written request and with ther@aml of the Croatian Waters CEO. As part of
flood protection activities the public is daily arfned on river water levels and possible floodsjsk
both by measuring devices and an organized wat@mdggervice carrying out 24-hour monitoring of
flood protection facilities and accidental pollutievents. The general public is informed througlssna
media (TV, radio, SMS, teletext) and the web sifeCooatian Waters, which means that the
information is passed to the public in a real timenediately before or after the contingency.

In this regard Article 15, paragraph 1, subparagrapArticle 16, paragraph 2 and Article 29 of the
ONM and Article 17, paragraph 3 and Article 38,gumaph 4 of the AGMO are also applied.

(b) With respect tgaragraph 2, measures taken to ensure that the way in whichipabithorities
make environmental information available to the lpubs transparent and that environmental
information is effectively accessible;

Answer:

With respect to paragraph 2, Articles 20, 22 andPthe RAIA are applied. Pursuant to Article 22,
paragraph 4 of the RAIA the Minister of EnvironmanProtection issued the Decision on the
Establishment of the Information Catalogue of th&ERPPC on 24 January 2005. By the same
Decision an information officer was appointed whaasponsible for taking any actions and measures
as necessary for proper keeping of the informatiatalogue. In compliance with the same Article,
other public authorities established cataloguesfofmation that they hold, have available or cohtr

in accordance with their competences, and thenmdtion catalogue contains a systematized overview
of all information including the description of teentents, the manner and the time in which thiet rig
of access may be exercised.

In this connection Articles 132 and 133 of the EPticles 113-118 and 158 of the WA and the
OWMD are relevant too.

Article 3 of the Ecological Production of Agricutal Products and Foodstuffs Act (OG 12/01) is also
applied. The phytosanitary sector of the MAFRDdasponsible for recording pesticides according to
the provisions of the Pesticides Act (OG 70/05) chhhas been aligned in full with the Council
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Directive 91/414/EC and the provisions of the medabrdinances. Articles 20 and 21 of the Act
mentioned are also relevant.

(c) With respect toparagraph 3, measures taken to ensure that environmental infooma
progressively becomes available in electronic dasals which are easily accessible to the public
through public telecommunications networks;

Answer:

As indicated under b), the obligation of making @mvironmental information available is regulated
by Article 133, 127 and 129 of the EPA, the REIf #re Ordinance on Pollutant Emission Register.

Drafts of all regulations, reports and documentkatireg to environmental protection, data on
monitoring the state, administrative documents kizate a significant impact on the environment, risk
studies and analyses and other data of relevaneavioonmental protection are made available in
electronic databases which are accessible.

Air quality data obtained from the local networle asf public nature and are made available on a
yearly basis in official bulletins or on the weltesi of local and regional (district) self-governinen
units in form of a summary and in the manner urtdedable to the general public. The register of
plants is available on the web site of the MEPP&T, so are also the data obtained from the national
network.

The following databases are available on the wiebasithe CEA:

- annual reports — emissions: pollutant emissicascdrding to the Convention on Long-range
Transboundary Air Pollution — LRTAP), the pollutarhission register, the database on emissions of
volatile organic compounds in the air, the NatioBatenhouse Gases Inventory;

- air quality — imissions: current measurement ddt&tabase on pollutants, annual reports on air
quality monitoring in the area of the RC, the Aiud&)ty Report, results of national network
measurements in 2005 interpreted according to dgiRation on Limit Values of Pollutants in the Air
(OG 133/05).

Air quality data from the local network are madebily available on a yearly basis in official
bulletins or on the web sites of local and regiofdiktrict) self-government units in form of a
summary and in the manner understandable to therglgoublic. The register of plants is available on
the web site of the MEPPPC, and so are also tlzeaddfined from the national network. Article 13 of
the Regulation on Ozone in the Air (OG 133/05)dpleed too.

In this connection Article 9 of the REIS and Aréi@4 of the OWMD are relevant too. By the decision
on the establishment of the information catalog@ptkby the ministry responsible for water
management and by the decision on the establishofight information catalogue kept by Croatian
Waters as referred to in Article 25, the types aockssibility of information and the charge focess

to information are defined. The information catalegand the request form have been made available
on the web site of the MRDFWNvww.mrrsvg.hr.

(d) With respect tgaragraph 4, measures taken to publish and disseminate naticgairts on the
state of the environment;

Answer:

With respect to paragraph 4, Articles 51, 52 an8@l df3the EPA, Article 11 of the APA and Article 5
of the OWMD are applied.

(e) Measures taken to disseminate the informatberred to inparagraph 5;

Answer:
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As indicated under b), the obligation of making @mironmental information available is regulated
by Article 133 of the EPA and by Article 20 of tRAIA. The documents mentioned may be easily
found on the web sites of public authorities anel iacluded in the information catalogue, marked
with A degree of accessibility.

(H With respect tgoaragraph 6, measures taken to encourage operators whose asiviiiave a
significant impact on the environment to inform fheblic regularly of the environmental impact of
their activities and products;

Answer:
With respect to paragraph 6, Article 17 of the ERApplied.

For 34 projects dealing with the recovery and usgatuable properties of waste, the EPEEF has
allocated the amount of 7,145,380.44 euro to tlwosef economy for the purpose of constructing
plants and purchasing the technology necessahéorecycling and recovery of the packaging waste,
end-of-life tyres, electronic waste, etc. The EPEdfE the Croatian Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (hereinafter referred to as the CBRBYyehconcluded an agreement for granting
favourable CBRD loans to companies applying for lttens on the basis of ecological and power
supply projects. The interest rate charged ondaed granted is 4 per cent, of which 2 per centare
financed by the EPEEF.

In this connection Article 175, paragraph 1 andddes 117 and 118 of the EPA are relevant too. The
Regulation on the Inclusion of Organizations int@ tEco-Management and Audit Scheme (OG
114/08) has laid down in detail the method of idahg the organizations into the EMAS (the
Regulation comes into effect on the day of the GatsmEU accession).

(g) Measures taken to publish and provide infororags required inparagraph 7;
Answer:

In this connection Articles 16 and 126 of the ERAl &rticle 4, paragraph 1 and 2 of the RAIA are
relevant.

(h) With respect tparagraph 8, measures taken to develop mechanisms with a viewsaring that
sufficient product information is made availablethe public;

Answer:

With respect to paragraph 8, Article 177 of the ER&ticles 14 and 15 of the Regulation on Limit
Values for Volatile Organic Compounds Content inrt@ie@ Paints and Varnishes and Vehicle
Refinishing Products (OG 94/07), Articles 17 anddGhe Regulation on Liquid Oil Fuels Quality
(OG 53/06) and Articles 5 and 6 of the Regulatiartiee Quality of Biofuels (OG 141/05) are applied.

In this regard Article 36, paragraphs 6 and 8 ef Wastes Act (OG 178/04, 111/06 and 60/08) and
Article 4, paragraph 2 of the Ordinance on Packgagind Packaging Waste (OG 81/08) are also
relevant. Pursuant to Article 10 of this Ordinative Decision on Packaging Labelling Requirements
(OG 155/05) was issued with the aim to define itailéhe packaging labelling system in dependence
of the packaging type.

In connection with Article 177 of the EPA, specifines have been imposed by Article 218 of the
same Act.

Articles 2, 6 and 24, paragraphs 3 and 5 of therarste on the Environmental Label (OG 70/08) are
relevant too.
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Awards and prizes given for achievements in thil fad& environmental protection on the basis of
Article 176 of the EPA and the Ordinance on Awaadsl Prizes for Environmental Achievements
(OG 36/02) contribute to dissemination of inforroation products that meet high environmental
standards.

(i) With respect tgaragraph 9, measures taken to establish a nationwide systeyulioftion
inventories or registers.

Answer:

With respect to paragraph 9, Article 129 of the EBAelevant and was used as a basis for the
adoption of the Ordinance on the Pollutant Emis§tegister. Other relevant articles are article3, 1,
4,5, 22 and 23 and Annexes 1 and 2.

Describe anybstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphsratk 5.
Answer:

Certain problems were encountered in recording fheoregister of plants that use volatile organic
compounds. However, the MEPPPC, the Croatian Chaofb@ommerce and the Croatian Chamber
of Crafts and Trades use their influence as fggassible to inform about the need to be entered int
the register.

The NGOs find it necessary to earmark more fundefficient enforcement of laws.

The NGOs point to difficulties encountered in searg for documents on web sites of public
authorities and to incompleteness of certain infdiom catalogues.

The NGOs point to the problem of the lack of prieeisn answers given to questions relating to major
environmental polluters.

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on the eafion and
dissemination of environmental information in aei&, e.g. are there any statistics available on the
information published?

Answer:

General information relating to execution of pulikeks / provision of public services in the field
environment at the level of public authorities asettoral ministries respectively are available on
request on the web sites of these authorities, in@ividual directorates (organizational units),
depending on the level of availability of the sfiedlocument.

The environmental meta database has been publmhabe web site of the CEA and is publicly
available to all the parties concerned. Besides, wleb site of the CEA contains strategic and
normative documents — laws, regulations, strategiek policies. In the field of waste management,
for example, the following documents may be foundtbe web site of the CEA: the pollutant
emission register, the landfill cadastre, a listadsioratories carrying out waste analyses, dattagwed

in hazardous waste transfer notes and data omahsbioundary movement of waste which are a part
of the Environmental Information System. The resavflwaste exporters, agents and carriers kept are
made available on the web site of the MEPPPC.

As part of flood protection activities the publecheing daily informed about the river water le\aatsl

possible flood risks, both by measuring devicesamarganized water guard service carrying out 24-
hour monitoring of flood protection facilities aadcidental pollution events.
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Offices of spokespersons for each public authgrityvide answers to public enquiries by means of
electronic mail, facsimile or directly by phone.

During 2007 and 2008 the office of the spokespeifsorthe MEPPPC answered yearly by e-mail
about 300 questions relating to environmental mamegnt on average. In communicating with the
general public the same office issued 258 pregmsek a year on average. These press releases are
issued subject to the regional relevance, eithéneafederal or at the regional level (by counti¢s)
addresses (by e-mail or facsimile) of televisiaations, the press, radio stations and Internetfsort
Press releases and important environmental infeomatre also published on the official web site of
the MEPPPC which are highly visited. This web st&isited by about 100,000 persons a month on
average and this number is ever-increasing. Intiatdio the central web site there are also some
minor Internet subdomains publishing environmemfgrmation such as:

* environmental impact assessmatip://puo.mzopu.hr

* monitoring sea bathing water quality on the beachds the Croatian Adriatic

www.mzopu.hr/more
» climate change monitoringitp://klima.mzopu.hr
* national network for continuous air quality monitay http://zrak.mzopu.hr

Visits to polluted areas and sites highly pollutéth waste and training courses are being organized
for journalists, who are also invited to particepat workshops organized by public authorities a$ p

of various projects. Representatives of public exities responsible for environmental protectiod an
sustainable development and experts participateadio and television shows dealing with topics
belonging to their sphere of competence.

Recognizing that operation of environmental inspetes and their coordination is a vital element of
an efficient implementation of the environmentadtpction system, in 2007 the MEPPPC entered into
the Agreement on Cooperation between Inspectionic of the MEPPPC, the MC, the MSTI, the
MAFRD, the MRDFWM, the Ministry of the Interior, ¢hMHSW and the State Inspectorate in the
Field of Environment, with the aim to establishoanfial framework of cooperation and coordination
of inspectorates for all environmental componemtagplication of environmental legislation.

In this regard Articles 185 and 212 of the EPA&pplied.

In compliance with the Agreement mentioned and #xperience accumulated in exercising
coordinated inspection controls in the field of ieowmental protection in 2007, coordinated
inspection controls for 2008 were defined and havimexd. Depending on the type of the operator’s
activities, these inspection controls involved edprs of the National Water Management
Inspectorate of the MRDFWM (WMI), the Veterinaryspectorate of the MAFRD (VETI), the Fire
and Explosion Protection and Fire Fighting Inspext® of the Ministry of the Interior (FPI), the
Sanitary Inspection Department of the MHSW (Sl Service for Control in the Field of Mining
(MI), Electric Power Supply (EPS), Pressure VesgRlél) and Safety-at-Work (SawWl) of the State
Inspectorate and Environmental Inspection of tiepéation Directorate of the MEPPPC (El).

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

Answer:

Same as indicated for Article 3 of the Convention.

Article 6

List legidative, regulatory and other measures that implement the provisions on public participation
in decisons on specific activitiesin article 6.

Explain how each paragraph of article 6 has beeplémented. Describe the transposition of the
relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-distination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.
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Relevant definitions under Article 2 and the nosedimination requirements under Article 3,
paragraph 9 are specified in the answer given facla 4.

The issue of public participation has been regdléie Article 16, paragraphs 3, 4 and 5, and Article
139, paragraphs 1 and 2 of the EPA, and by the RIPP

Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect tparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) The provisions of article 6 are applied withspect to decisions on whether to permit proposed
activities listed in annex | to the Convention;

(ii) The provisions of article 6 are applied to édons on proposed activities not listed in annex |
which may have a significant effect on the enviremm

Answer:

(a) (i) Activities listed in Annex | to the Convéon correspond to the list of activities given et
Annex to the REIA. In order for a proposed actiuitybe permitted, an administrative environmental
impact assessment procedure is carried out, whiebedes other approvals or permits. Given its
formal nature, the environmental impact assessimettedure is carried out in compliance with the
provisions of the GAPA. During the procedure thélfuhas the right of access to documents in the
course of public consultations, which includes pubtcess to documents and public presentation of
the activity.

(a) (ii) For activities not subject to the proceglwsf environmental impact assessment, no public
participation in the procedure of obtaining an appi or a permit is envisaged. However, according
to Article 111 of the Physical Planning and BuilgliAct (OG 76/07), persons who are parties to the
procedure (but only such persons) are granted si¢oethe conceptual design of the activity in the
course of issuing the location permit, while in #@urse of issuing the decision on construction
requirements parties to the procedure are gramseka to the main design of the activity according
Article 216 of the same Act.

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the public comedris informed, early in an environmental
decision-making procedure, and in an adequate,lyiraed effective manner, of
the matters referred to iparagraph 2;

Answer:

In this regard Articles 137 and 139-143 of the E&Al the RIPP are relevant. Also, Article 8 of the
REIA, Article 7, paragraph 5 of the RSEAI, Articlég and 18 of the ONIA, Article 22 of the NPA
and Articles 19, 35 and 38, paragraph 4 of the AGM®applied.

(c) Measures taken to ensure that the time franfigkeopublic participation procedures respect the
requirements oparagraph 3;
Answer:

In this regard Articles 138, 140-143 of the EPAtidles 4, 18 and 22 of the RIPP, and Article 18 of
the ONIA are applied. According to the NPA, infotina shall be made publicly available for at least
thirty days.

Other relevant articles are Article 30 of the ONMticle 19 of the AGMO and Article 30 of the
Regulation on Greenhouse Gas Emission Allowancedamission Trading (OG 142/08).

(d) With respect tparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that there is early pydaliticipation;
Answer:
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With respect to paragraph 4, Articles 139, 140, add 142 of the EPA and Article 8, paragraph 1 of
the REIA are applied. In procedures of a strategicironmental impact assessment in line with the
RSEIA, public information is ensured at the stafjdedermining the strategic study contents already.

(e) With respect tparagraph 5, measures taken to encourage prospective applidanigentify the
public concerned, to enter into discussions, anpravide information regarding
the objectives of their application before applyfnga permit;

Answer:

No special measures are taken to encourage progpapplicants to identify the public concerned
and to encourage discussions before starting tligitpc However, some persons performing an
activity establish certain contacts on their owitiative and encourage discussions about the pthnne
activity with the representatives of the public cemed and the local community, with the aim ta fin
out their opinion before the start of the activity.

(f) With respect tparagraph 6, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) The competent public authorities give the paibbncerned all information relevant to the deaisio
making referred to in article 6 that is availabletae time of the public participation procedure;

(i) In particular, the competent authorities git@ the public concerned the information listed hist
paragraph;

Answer:

In this regard Article 140 of the EPA and Articis7, 9, 10 and 11 of the RIPP are applied.

(g) With respect tgaragraph 7, measures taken to ensure that procedures for pudartcipation
allow the public to submit comments, informationalgises or opinions that it considers relevant to
the proposed activity;

Answer:

With respect to paragraph 7, Articles 12, 13, 54,16, 19 and 21 of the RIPP, Article 18 of the @NI
and Article 30 of the ONM are applied.
Other relevant articles are Articles 19 and 35hefAGMO.

(h) With respect tparagraph 8, measures taken to ensure that in a decision dueusmtds taken of
the outcome of the public participation;
Answer:

With respect to paragraph 8, Articles 66, paragrbphrticle 79, paragraph 4, Article 140, paragaph

4 and 5, and Article 143, paragraphs 1, 4 and thefEPA, Article 21 of the RIPP and Article 19 of

the AGMO are applied. The ministry responsible fature protection provides conditions for the
public to submit comments in writing and proposalshe electronic format, and the response to
comments and proposals received are made avadabte web site within 30 days.

(i) With respect taragraph 9, measures taken to ensure that the public is prgmptbrmed of a
decision in accordance with the appropriate proaedx
Answer:

With respect to paragraph 9, Article 66, paragrdphrticle 140, paragraph 5, and Articles 141-143 o
the EPA,; Article 5, paragraph 2, Article 6, parar2, Article 7, Article 8, paragraph 2 and Arti@e
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paragraph 4 of the RIPP, and Article 17 of the @adce on Nature Impact Assessment are applied. In
this regard Article 36, paragraph 3 of the AGMQ@dkevant too.

() With respect tgaragraph 10, measures taken to ensure that when a public authoetonsiders
or updates the operating conditions for an activigferred to in paragraph 1, the provisions of
paragraphs 2 to 9 are applied making the necesshanges, and where appropriate;

Answer:

In the lists of activities under the Annex to th&IR it is stated that an environmental impact
assessment procedure covers also all alteratiahsegonstructions of the activities listed. Sinog a
reconstruction or adding of a wing is consideratew activity, the procedure applied is identical to
that of the environmental impact assessment owatiah of the need for an environmental impact
assessment.

Article 36, paragraph 3 of the AGMO is applied too.

(k) With respect tparagraph 11, measures taken to apply the provisions of articte @ecisions on
whether to permit the deliberate release of geadtianodified organisms into the environment.
Answer:

With respect to paragraph 11, provisions of Artidé, paragraph 2, Article 57, paragraph 1,
subparagraph 5 and Article 60, paragraph 2 of iB&®; Article 5 of the Ordinance on the Form and
Manner of Keeping a Unique Register of Geneticdlpdified Organisms and the Manner of
Determining Printout Costs, and Annex | to the @atlice on the Contents and Scope of Risk
Assessment in Relation to Placing on the MarkeGenhetically Modified Organisms or Products
which Contain and/or Consist of or Derive from Géadly Modified Organisms, the Methodology of
the Preparation of Assessment and Requirement tBulilled by a Legal Person in Charge of the
Preparation of Risk Assessment are applied.

Describe anybstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphsrttk 6.
Answer:

The NOGs feel very strongly that the knowledge akdls in formulation and conducting of
participation processes are insufficient and thetes of encouraging good practices are few. The
NGOs find it necessary to take additional meastoean efficient public participation which will be
more than mere application of minimum requiremelgiermined by law. They also find the power of
public in participation processes low, becausehm decision-making process public views have a
status of a recommendation only and are not bindimghe opinion of the NGOs, the source of the
problem lies in the imbalance between those whecathe environment and hold information on one
hand and those who are affected and, as a rullaendiold integral information nor are familiar it
their own rights on the other.

The following are some of the specific comments:

- The NOGs point to the fact that their written comiseoften remain unanswered. They have
noticed that important comments relating to envinental impact assessment documents and
to plans and programmes are rarely accepted.

- They have also noticed a number of defects in egiin of statutory provisions relating to
public participation: in several cases the deadforethe submission of comments was not
respected and no public consultations were held.

- In some cases public participation was made implessbecause certain bills were rushed
through the Parliament.

- The public was not involved in the drafting of tVaovs.
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- The NGOs find the right of the public to integrafdrmation not ensured, because integral
texts of the studies (EIS) are often made pubheigilable in paper form only.

- They point to the fact that the manner in which rti@nitoring results will be made available
to the public and in which the public will be alibemonitor them has not been defined.

- They raise an objection to the REAI, since it corgano obligation to inform the public about
the date and venue of sessions of the Advisory EXpemmittee and no provision that a
session must be held in the place of the plannixdtsic

- They also object to the REAI on the grounds thatdbmmittee only may express its opinion
on the most acceptable version of the activitystexcluding the public from the discussion
on possible solutions.

- The NGOs have noticed that, based on certain réguoga the public is included in the
procedure too late, when the possibilities to affhe activity are minimized. In other words,
regulations laying down the environmental impaceasment procedure provide for an early
public information only, rather than early publiarficipation. The same applies to the ONIA
according to which the public is included in thegedure at the last, fourth stage of the nature
impact assessment only.

Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on public participation in
decisions on specific activities in articleeg. are there any statistics or other information available
on public participation in decisons on specific activities or on decisions not to apply the provisions
of thisarticleto proposed activities serving national defence purposes.

Answer:

On its official web site the MEPPPC publishes thensaries of all environmental impact studies (for
which the MEPPPC has set up the Advisory Expert @iitee) and invites the public to take
advantage of the possibility of public access ang@articipate in public consultations. The web site
contains also information about plans and prograsfikely to have a significant environmental
impact and information relating to requests to@evthe need for an environmental impact assessment
and to define the contents of an environmental ohpudy prior to its preparation.

In the course of preparing the Water Managemertt&y adopted by the Croatian Parliament on 15
July 2008, numerous public consultations were fgldblic access to information, round tables, public
presentations and discussions about the docummeahthh@ document was made available at all stages
on the web sites of Croatian Waters and the minissponsible for waters in the period from 2005 to
2008.

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

Same as indicated for Article 3 of the Convention.

Article7

List the appropriate practical and/or other provisis made for the public to participate during the
preparation of plans and programmes relating to #mvironment. Describe the transposition of the
relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-distination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

Answer:

Relevant definitions under Article 2 and the nosedimination requirements under Article 3,
paragraph 9 are indicated in the answer relatiniticle 4.

In this regard Article 16, paragraph 3, Article @@ragraph 1 and Article 142 of the EPA, Article 14
of the RIPP and Article 9a of the APA are releviaat

28



Articles 5 and 124 of the NPA, Article 6 of the WActicle 3 of the OPIP and Articles 2, 5, 6, 7,r8la
11 of the Ordinance on the Procedure and PerforenaicMandatory Public Information and
Participation of Water Users in the PreparationVéiter Management Planning Documents are
applied. Chapter Il of this Ordinance entitligtéthod of Public Participation in Adopting Planning
Documentdays down practical provisions relating to publiarjicipation in the preparation of the
Water Management Strategy, which appiiegtatis mutandiso the adoption of management plans for
water basins.

Here Article 30 of the ONM is relevant too.

Explain what opportunities there are for public peipation in the preparation of policies relating
the environment.
Answer:

In this regard Article 16, paragraph 3 and Artitfel of the EPA and the RIPP are applied.

With the aim to ensure a response to requestaforanmental information (among other things), the
Office for Cooperation with the NGOs of the Goveenhof the RC took measures to improve the
legal framework of the national legislation. Duridvpy 2008 the Office for Cooperation with the
NGOs in conjunction with the Council for the Devateent of the Civil Society completed the final
round of public consultations about the draft CadePositive Practices of Consulting the Public
Concerned in Formulation of Public Policies. Thegaration of new standards of consulting the
public concerned in formulation of public policiés provided for by the Operational Plan for
Implementation of the National Strategy for Eststtiatnent of a Stimulating Surroundings for the Civil
Society Development adopted at the session of R€ Gn 1 February 2007 and was announced by
the 2001 Programme of Cooperation between the Gowant and the Non-governmental Non-profit
Sector. The preparation of the Code started inrtiaglle of 2007 and was constantly accompanied by
public consultations. The first public consultatiaddressing the key issues related to the objective
and the contents of the future regulation aimindgaijodown the consultations between the state and
the civil society in the procedure of passing land other documents was held on 12 November 2007
in Zagreb. The invitation to participate in coratibns on the contents of the future document was
open on the web site of the Office for Cooperatigth NGOs until 15 January 2008. On this occasion
the contributions received from the Green Actidme Dalmatian Consumer from Split and the
Croatian Esperanto Association were made publichflable. On the basis of the consultation the firs
draft Code was prepared and discussed at themsting of the Council for the Development of the
Civil Society held on 23 April 2008, when it wasoposed to be submitted to public consultations
which took place during May 2008. Four public cdtetions on the draft Code of Positive Practices
of Consulting the Public Concerned in FormulatiéPablic Policies took place in Zagreb on 9 May,
in Rijeka on 12 May, in Osijek on 20 May and in iSpin 26 May 2008. The consultations were
attended by a total of 76 persons, mostly membieosganizations. In the time between 23 April and
23 May 2008 the public was invited to submit pragdesnd comments to the draft Code accessible on
the web site of the Office for Cooperation with N&Of the GRC, which was done by five
organizations: GONG, Partnership for Social Develept, ZaMirNet, Citizens Advising Office and
Human Rights Centre. Detailed reports on consaltati written opinions delivered through on-line
advising, the list of participants in the publicnealtation and the final draft Code that includey k
proposals put forward at public consultations waiae available on the web site of the Office for
Cooperation with NGOs. Upon completion of the oweliadvising procedure and regional public
consultations on the draft Code all proposals vexkwere considered and the amended draft Code
was submitted to state administration bodies famiop and presented for endorsement.

By enabling public participation in the preparatiohwater management planning documents, the

public was given the opportunity to formulate wateanagement policies.

Describe any obstacles encountered in the implestientof article 7.
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Answer:
/

Provide further information on the practical apg@igon of the provisions on public participation in
decisions on specific activities in article 7.
Answer:

In implementation of projects of importance to € which are financed from the international loan
(Project for the Protection against Water Pollutiom the Coastal Zone land Internal Waters
Projec) the direct communication with the general pubbasists of subjecting all project documents
to public consultations in local and regional (di$) self-government units covered by the propau
conducting public opinion polls on the satisfactaend users at the beginning and the end of the
project. Besides, all documents are accessiblehennieb sites of Croatian Waters and the World
Bank.

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:
Answer:

Same as indicated for Article 3 of the Convention.

Article 8

Describe what efforts are made to promote effeqgbivilic participation during the preparation by
public authorities of executive regulations andestlyenerally applicable legally binding rules that
may have a significant effect on the environmenth€& extent appropriate, describe the transpasitio
of the relevant definitions in article 2 and thenadiscrimination requirement in article 3, paragfap
9.

Answer:

Relevant definitions under Article 2 and the nosedimination requirements under Article 3,
paragraph 9 are specified in the answer to Arficle

In this regard Article 16, paragraph 3 and Artitkl of the EPA and Article 4, paragraph 2 of the
RIPP are applied. Opinions, comments and proposasy be submitted by all citizens
indiscriminately, in line with the constitutionatipciple of equality of all citizens as provided fio
Article 14 of the Constitution of the RC.

Describe any obstacles encountered in the implestientof article 8.
Answer:

The Directorate for Nature Protection reports tt@hments are often not made within the specified
time and therefore cannot be taken into consideratlthough sufficient time is provided by the
ministry responsible for nature protection.

Provide further information on the practical apg@igon of the provisions on public participation in
the field covered by article 8.
Answer:

When drafting regulations (laws, ordinances andays) the MEPPPC makes regulation drafts

available on its official web site and invites theblic to participate in their adoption by subnmigfi
opinions, proposals and comments within 30 days.
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The web site of the Ministry of Culture, which esponsible for nature protection, contains proposal
and drafts of strategic documents, as well as gliaffiother laws and subordinate acts that areen th
process of preparation at that moment. Commentsdiected within exactly specified time and they
are subsequently processed and considered, whikbsntlae activities of the Committee or working
groups involved in preparation of documents futgnsparent.

On its web sitevww.natura2000.hthe SINP informs the public of areas belonginght®s NATURA
network and invites the public to participate lyyideas, proposals or cooperation.

When preparing regulations that fall within its qoetence, the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and

Rural Development involves representatives of spieeid and scientific institutions and stakeholders
in the work of the Committee for Preparation of Ragons and specialized committees. Draft

regulations are regularly submitted for opinionotber authorities, stakeholders, organizations and
individuals.

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

Same as indicated for Article 3 of the Convention.

Article9

List legidative, regulatory and other measures that implement the provisions on accessto

justicein article9.

Explain how each paragraph of article 9 has beeplémented. Describe the transposition of the
relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-distination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.
Answer:

In this regard Article 18, paragraph 2, and Arscl&4-148 of the EPA are applied.

Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect tparagraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:
(i) Any person who considers that his or her regidesinformation under article 4 has not
been dealt with in accordance with the provisioristt@t article has access to a review
procedure before a court of law or another indepartdand impartial body established by
law;

Answer:

In this regard Article 18, paragraph 1, and ArtitB5, paragraph 6 of the EPA are applied.

(i) Where there is provision for such a reviewebgourt of law, such a person also has access
to an expeditious procedure established by law ikatree of charge or inexpensive for
reconsideration by a public authority or review ay independent and impartial body other
than a court of law;

Answer:

Not provided for by the law.
(iii) Final decisions under this paragraph are bind on the public authority holding the
information, and that reasons are stated in writirg least where access to information is

refused;
Answer:
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In this regard Article 62 of the GAPA is relevant.

(b) Measures taken to ensure that within the fraorkwf national legislation, members of the public
concerned meeting the criteria set outparagraph 2 have access to a review procedure before a
court of law and/or another independent and im@drbody established by law, to challenge the
substantive and procedural legality of any decisiamet or omission subject to the provisions ofcheti

6;

Answer:

In this regard Article 145 of the EPA is applied.

(c) With respect tearagraph 3, measures taken to ensure that where they meetithes; if any,
laid down in national law, members of the publizdaccess to administrative or judicial procedures
to challenge acts and omissions by private persmispublic authorities

which contravene provisions of national law relgtito the environment;

Answer:

In this regard Article 146, paragraph lof the EBApplied.

In case that an official fails to fulfil his/her lagmtion relating to access to information or pabli
participation, measures are taken in complianck thi¢ Civil Servants Act (OG 92/05, 142/06, 77/07,
107/07 and 27/08).

(d) With respect tparagraph 4, measures taken to ensure that:
() The procedures referred to in paragraphs 1, rdda3 provide adequate and effective
remedies;

Answer:

A legal remedy provided for by the GAPA is an appsgainst all decisions taken by competent
authorities of the first instance according to tagans governing the system of state administratio
A legal remedy provided for by the Administrativaspute Act (OG 53/91, 9/92, 77/92) is the
initiation of administrative proceedings by bringira legal action against all decisions taken by
second-instance authorities, including authoritemsidered central state administration bodies
according to regulations governing the system atestadministration and any other authorities
established by special laws whose administratite ace final in administrative proceedings and
therefore no appeal against them is allowed.

In this regard Article 17 of the RAIA is applied.

(ii) Such procedures otherwise meet the requiremehthis paragraph;
Answer:
/

(e) With respect tparagraph 5, measures taken to ensure that information is igexV’to the public
on access to administrative and judicial review.
Answer:

The principle of legal remedy arises from the cimisonal right of legal remedy as referred to in

Article 18 of the Constitution of the RC. One ofetlprinciples of the GAPA is the principle of
providing assistance to an ignorant party which @sak obligatory to the party conducting the
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proceedings to take care that the lack of knowleatgglearning of the party and other persons is not
detrimental to rights that they are entitled to.

Describe anybstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphsrttk 9.
Answer:
/

Provide further information on the practical ap@iton of the provisions on access to justice
pursuant to article 9, e.g. are there any statstiwailable on environmental justice and are theng
assistance mechanisms to remove or reduce finaacthbther barriers to access to justice?

Answer:

/

Give relevant web site addresses, if available:
Answer:

www.uprava.hiCentral Government Office for Administration
www.pravosudje.hMinistry of Justice

Articles 10-22 are not for national implementation.

General comments on the Convention’s objective:

If appropriate, indicate how the implementatioritoé Convention contributes to the protection of the
right of every person of present and future generstto live in an environment adequate to his or
her health and well-being.

Answer:

The Convention provides an explicit and unique ssde information, public participation and access
to justice and thus makes it easier for the padserned and officials of the public authorities
take actions. Issues relating to water managemawme lalways attracted attention as one of the
elementary conditions of life. At a time when waigrbecoming a priceless natural resource, the
responsibility for its conservation rests both lo@ gjovernment institutions and on each individual.
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